
   

The Southern California Junior State Presents:  

 

Spring State 2010  
“Life and Liberty:   

Reimagining the American 
Dream” 

 

 
 

Registration Packet  

March 16-18, 2010 
Los Angeles Airport Hilton 



   Registration Steps at-a-Glance 

Registration Deadline: Tuesday, March 23, 2010* 
 

*Please check the following boxes once you have completed each step to ensure a quick and easy 
registration on the day of the event! 

 
❑ Have all delegates planning to attend the convention sign up for a general account in 

our database at www.jsa.org/portal, with their own email addresses. 
 

❑ If you have not already done so, email Program Director, Tracy Poindexter at 
Tracy@jsa.org when the Primary Attending Teacher and/or Convention Student 
Delegation leader FIRST creates an account in order to grant those accounts portal 
registration privileges. 
 

❑ Once all members have created accounts, the Teacher Advisor or Chapter President 
can then log into their own portal account and under “My Events” click on the name 
of the convention you wish to attend.  If that convention does not appear, please call 
the JSA Office at 1.800.334.5353. 

 
❑ Complete the tasks on the first 3 Tabs: Choose the Delegation Leader and Primary 

Attending Teacher or Chaperon; Agree to the Terms and Conditions; Choose the 
delegates to attend. 

 
❑ Click “Submit Registration” when you have your entire delegation ready, but no later 

than TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 2010. 
 

❑ Wait 15 minutes for the system to update and note the total Invoice amount on Tab #4.  
This payment is due in the JSA office no later than FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2010. 

 
❑ Fill out the rooming list excel spreadsheet, attached to your confirmation email after 

you hit “Submit Registration” - and email rooming list ASAP to Alanna Lee at 
alee@jsa.org. 

 
❑ Cut one inclusive check (or call in one credit card to 1800.334.5353) for all delegates 

and send to the NEW JSA OFFICE ADDRESS: 
 Junior State of America 
 800 S Claremont Street, Suite 202 
 San Mateo, CA 94402  
 

❑ Collect all signed permission slips and mail to the above address (ideally with 
permission slips, but not mandatory). 
 

❑ Understand that after the registration deadline, only names can be changed - no bodies 
can be dropped.  If a student cannot attend, a replacement must be found.  The change 
request must be submitted to Tracy Poindexter by email at Tracy@jsa.org (or 
tpoindexter@jsa.org).   

 
❑ Have all delegates go to debateware.jsa.org to learn the debate topics and sign up to be 

main speakers (open to all delegates). 
 

 
 
* If you have any questions please contact Tracy Poindexter at any time! 



 
 
 

 
Spring State 2010 

Complete Registration Information 
 
 In April 16-18, 2010, the Southern California State of the Junior State of America will sponsor its 
annual Spring State Convention, "Life and Liberty: Reimagining the American Dream" at the Los 
Angeles Airport Hilton Hotel.  We hope that you will be able to join over 1,300 students and teachers 
from throughout Southern California for an exciting educational experience at this weekend-long 
examination of the political and social realities of the world and the impact our generation will have on it.  
      
 JSA invites high school students to join us for an examination of the impact that our generation is 
having on the nation and the world.  Spring State 2010 will give students the chance to discuss, debate and 
defend the role of politics in our changing society and the world.  Through active participation in debates, 
seminars, simulations, problem-solving forums, thought talks and other activities, delegates will be given 
the opportunity to voice their opinions on the status of American society, the world community, and the 
future direction of the country.  The Spring State convention will feature the intense elections of the 
Southern California Junior State Officers.  There will also be a dance at the hotel on Friday and Saturday 
evenings so delegates will have the opportunity to meet students from other schools from all over Southern 
California.  Needless to say, this convention will be an educational and social highlight of the year.  The 
convention brochure contains additional information. 
    
 All student participants from your high school and their Teacher/Advisor(s) will register 
together as one delegation on the JSA Portal: www.jsa.org/portal.  After each student has created 
his/her own account, the Teacher Advisor or Chapter President has privileges to register the 
delegation on the portal.  Students from other schools may not attend the convention as part of your 
delegation, nor may outsiders visit members of any delegation during the convention.  Chapter presidents 
and Teacher/Advisors are responsible for organizing and submitting the registration packet for their 
delegations to the Junior State office in San Mateo, California, in a well-organized and timely fashion.  
Neatness is important--we'll be using your documents to generate rooming lists and name tags for your 
group.  It's a good idea to check with your Teacher/Advisors to be sure they're happy with the hotel 
arrangements you are making for them before you submit your registration packet to us. 
 
 All delegations who register after the deadline are subject to being moved to an overflow hotel if 
we exceed the capacity of this hotel.  PLEASE GET YOUR REGISTRATION IN ON TIME in order to 
avoid rooming complications. 
 

 



Important Logistical Information 
 
 
Location: 5711 West Century Blvd. 
 Los Angeles, CA 90045 
 (310) 410-4000 
 
 
Check-in: Delegation registration will be from 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 16, 2010. 
 
 
Check-out: The convention will end Sunday at 2:30 p.m.  Delegates will be required to check out of their 

rooms by 9 a.m. on Sunday.  Storage for luggage will be provided. 
 
 
Approval: Check with the Principal, Vice-Principal or Activities Director at your school about any school 

approval that needs to be arranged.  Do this well in advance to allow time for obtaining approval. 
Many schools need six weeks notice. 

 
 
Student $ 135.00 - Online Registration Rate (*this is registration, payment and permission slips sent 

separately.  
Registration: $ 10.00     - Late registration fee per student – automatically applied to portal registration on 

4/2/10. 
  

PLEASE REGISTER YOUR DELEGATION ONLINE.  YOU MAY SEND THE OTHER 
MATERIALS AND PAYMENT BY MAIL ANYTIME BEFORE CONVENTION, BUT 
GETTING THE NAMES IN THE SYSTEM EARLY IS VITAL. 

 
 
Housing: Four students of the same sex are housed in a room with two beds--make sure your delegates are 

aware of this.  In cases where a delegation has fewer than four students of one sex assigned to a 
room, delegates from another high school will be housed with your delegates in that room. 

 
Email Alanna Lee alee@jsa.org your completed rooming arrangements from the “Rooming List 
Template”, which will be attached to the confirmation email sent to the TA and Delegation leader, 
after you have clicked to “Submit Registration” on the portal.  A worksheet is attached, however, 
please send an electronic version. 
 
Students coming to the Pre Convention meeting on Thursday should still send their registration in 
with their delegation.  Students who need special arrangements due to a physical disability or 
handicap must make those arrangements with The Junior State headquarters staff before the 
registration deadline.  Failure to do so may mean that such arrangements may not be possible. 

 
 
Teacher For every group of 1-19 students in your delegation, you MUST bring at least one teacher 
Registration: (1 teacher for 1-19 students; 2 for 20-38 students, 3 for 39-57 students, etc.). 
    

¥ FREE registration for shared room accommodation (2 same sex teachers 
in a room with 2 beds)  

OR 
¥ Registration fee of $150 for a private room  

 
 
Additional If you wish to bring more teachers or chaperons than the 1:19 ratio, the additional teacher will be  
Teachers: charged a rate of $150 for the weekend, for their own private room. 
 
 



 
 
Registration   TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 2010 
Deadline:  

¥ Complete entering student and chaperon names and rooming accommodations into the 
portal at www.jsa.org/portal by the deadline (see at-a-glance for step by step instructions).   

¥ Your packet of registration materials may be sent in later, but all names must be entered 
online prior to March 23, 2010. 

¥ A $10 per student late fee will be assessed on ALL registration after the deadline. 
 
 
What ___ Permission Slip for each student signed by the student and a parent or guardian 
To Mail to  
JSA Office: ___ Payment in full (see Payment Options below) or evidence that you've made arrangements to 

have a check sent.  Don't postpone sending in your registration materials if your school 
bookkeeper can not issue a check right away – it's helpful for us to know that your school is 
coming as soon as possible. 
  
___ A separate check for taxes, if yet unpaid. 
 
___ EMAIL the rooming list template sent in the confirmation email, attached to your invoice to 
Alanna Lee at alee@jsa.org. 

 
 
What the 2 night's lodging at the hotel, all educational materials, three days of exciting educational 
Fee Covers: programs and the dances on Friday and Saturday evenings.  Meals are not included. 
 
 
Payment 
Options: *  ONE inclusive check payable to The Junior State from the school. If your school takes a long 

time to process check requests, send a copy of the documentation showing that you have arranged 
with the school to send the check, plus a guarantee from the school that payment will be received 
before the start of the convention. 

OR 
*  ONE inclusive check payable to The Junior State from a parent or teacher (delegates pay that 
individual) 

OR 
 *  A school purchase order (must be payable within 90 days). 
 
  Do not send individual checks from the delegates. 
 
 
Where to Send                  The Junior State of America 
Forms & Payment:  800 S Claremont Street, Suite 202 

 San Mateo, CA 94402  
** Note the new address! 
 
 
Refunds:  Because we have to make guarantees to the hotel far in advance of the convention, we are unable to 

make refunds after the registration deadline has passed.  Likewise, if you send in a copy of 
documentation and a guarantee that a school check is being processed, you will be held to your 
original headcount and will not receive a refund for any students who cancel. 

 
  You will be held responsible for all registration fees, paid or unpaid for registrants regardless of 

attendance after the registration deadline as we are responsible for payment after this date. 
 
  We encourage paid delegates who find themselves unable to attend to find another student from 

their school to go in their place and have the new delegate reimburse them for the registration fee.  
Each replacement student MUST submit a permission slip. 



 
 
Transportation: Delegates may not travel to the convention in student-driven cars.  Student drivers will be 

reported to their schools and their parents and will be sent home immediately.    
  
 Delegations are encouraged to form car pools with parent and/or teacher advisor drivers or to 

charter a school bus or van.  Parking is available at the hotel for $10.00 per day self park with in/out 
privileges. 

  
 
 
Conduct: Rules of conduct for the convention are listed on the Parental Permission Slip that each delegate 

and his/her parent or guardian must read and sign as part of the registration process.  Delegation 
Leaders (e.g. chapter -presidents) and Teacher Advisors should review the rules stated in the 
Permission Slips carefully and be confident that all members of their delegations can be counted 
upon to honor them.   

 
 Additional rules may be announced by the Program Director or Teacher/Advisor at the convention. 
 
 No visitors are allowed in the hotel.  Delegates are not allowed to associate with any visitor who is 

not an official guest of the Junior State of America program. 
 
 We reserve the right to send home, without refund, any individual delegate, or even an entire 

delegation, for violations of these rules. 
 
 
Meals: The registration fee DOES NOT INCLUDE MEALS.  Delegates should be prepared to purchase 

meals on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  The hotel will prepare special meal options for Junior State 
delegates.  Only Teacher/Advisors can attend the Governor's Awards Luncheon for free. 

 
 
Governor’s  
Awards This year, at 10am on Sunday, we will have The Governor's Awards Brunch!  This will be a time 

for the Southern California Junior State to honor the student leaders who have given their best to 
this student-run organization.  The cost will be $10 for student delegates and FREE for 
Teacher/Advisors.  All students and Teacher/Advisors are invited to attend.    

 
 To attend the Awards Luncheon: Delegates must submit their luncheon fee with the registration 

fees so we can give an accurate count to the hotel. Be sure to notify your delegation of this new 
meal option. 

 
 
Debating/ 

Moderating: Your chapter is encouraged to research and discuss the Spring State topics before the convention.  
Everyone enjoys a Junior State convention more if they are familiar with the issues.  All delegates 
should be encouraged to research the topic of their choice and volunteer to speak at the convention 
or to moderate a debate.  Debater and Moderator application forms are printed in the Spring State 
brochure.  PLEASE SIGN UP at http://jsa.debateware.com/.   

  
 
 

Fundraising: We hope every delegation is actively raising funds to lower convention prices for its members.  
Many chapters sponsor fund raisers such as car washes, candy sales, and garage sales to help defray 
convention costs.  In Southern California, many television studios pay audiences for sitcoms and 
game shows.  Some chapters write local businesses and service organizations to solicit funds.  One 
key to a successful fund raising campaign is starting early.   Discuss plans for Spring State fund 
raisers with your chapter members and Program Director ASAP! 

 



 
HOTEL ROOMING LIST WORKSHEET 

**PLEASE SUBMIT ELECTRONIC COPY FROM TEMPLATE TO THE JSA OFFICE, FOUND 
ATTACHED TO CONFIRMATION EMAIL TO ALEE@JSA.ORG 

 
HIGH SCHOOL _________________________________________________ for SoCal Spring State  
 
 * Students from other schools should not be listed on your form. 
 * 4 students per room will share 2 double beds--fill each room to the extent possible. 

* Make sure your teacher approves this list, including his/her room arrangements, by signing at the bottom. 
 * Submit the final rooming list in the excel spreadsheet, attached to the CP and TA’s confirmation email 
 

 ROOM #1 -- Females Grad 
Year 

Tax 
Pd? 

  ROOM #1 – Males Grad 
Year 

Tax 
Pd? 

1     1    

2     2    

3     3    

4     4    

 ROOM #2 -- Females Grad 
Year 

Tax 
Pd? 

  ROOM #2 – Males Grad 
Year 

Tax 
Pd? 

1     1    

2     2    

3     3    

4     4    

 ROOM #3 -- Females Grad 
Year 

Tax 
Pd? 

  ROOM #3 – Males Grad 
Year 

Tax 
Pd? 

1     1    

2     2    

3     3    

4     4    

 
TEACHER/ADVISORS (first and last name) 
Please print clearly -- your nametag will be made from this list. 

Room Type or 
Private, Shared 

or Double 

Room Price Roommate 
Request or 

Spouse 
(List Name) 

Mrs./Ms./Mr.    

Mrs./Ms./Mr.    

Mrs./Ms./Mr.    
 
Teacher Advisor Approval:  
 
I have reviewed our school' s Registration Form and Hotel Rooming List, and I approve of the students attending.  
 
 
Teacher Advisor Signature _____________________________________________________ 
 
 
School Administrator Signature___________________________________________________  



SPRING STATE ELECTION PROCEDURE 
 

THIS PACKET CONTAINS INFORMATION ON HOW JUNIOR STATE ELECTIONS WORK 
AND HOW MANY VOTES YOUR CHAPTER MAY CAST. 

 
As a Delegation Leader at Spring State, you have the very important task of polling and announcing 

your delegation's votes in both the state and regional elections.  While the regional elections use a simple "one‐
person‐one‐vote" system, the state elections employ a more complex proportional voting system based on the 
number of tax‐paid members in your chapter. This system ensures that every chapter ‐‐ no matter how large 
or small, rich or poor ‐‐ is fairly represented in the state elections… Bottom line: The more tax‐paid members 
you have, the more votes your chapter may cast! 
 

Additionally, you have the responsibility of making sure that within your own chapter, the votes are 
tallied fairly.  Junior State elections are not popularity contests, and you have the responsibility of ensuring 
that each of your delegates can cast an independent vote without peer pressure or other factors clouding their 
judgment.  You have the responsibility of making sure that your delegates get information on all of the 
candidates and that all of the candidates have equal access to your delegation. 
 

If you are personally committed to particular candidates, you certainly should campaign for them 
vigorously.  But as delegation leader, you have the responsibility of informing your delegates where they can 
get information on other candidates.  While tallying votes you should not put any pressure on your delegates 
to vote for one person over another ‐‐ respect their decision to vote for whom they chose.  If you have been 
outspoken in your support for a candidate, you might want to let someone else in your delegation tally the 
votes.  
 

Electing your new state and regional officers at Spring State is a very important and educational 
process.  The elected officers are the people who make the important decisions in this organization:  the 
convention and conference themes, the types of publications that are distributed, the programs and projects 
that are initiated.  What you can get out of the Junior State, in part, is determined by the efforts of the elected 
and appointed officials.  Talk to the candidates and ask them about their vision for the organization.  Evaluate 
the candidates on the basis of who has the best plans and who can best implement those plans. 
 

On a broader scale, as leaders in the nation's largest student run organization, next year's officers will 
be called on to represent not only Junior State members, but all of America's youth.  The leaders of The Junior 
State of America need to be willing and able to expand the organization in bold, new directions and to reach 
out and include more students in the Junior State experience. 



JUNIOR STATE ELECTIONS: 
HOW TO CAST YOUR CHAPTER'S VOTES 

 
FORMULA FOR DELEGATION VOTES & EXPLANATION 

 
The Constitution of The  Junior State of America provides  that all  statewide elected officials  shall be 

elected by an electoral college.  Each chapter is granted representation in the electoral college according to the 
following formula: 
 

Each tax‐paid chapter is entitled to two electoral votes, plus one vote for every four tax‐paid members.  
All chapters must have a minimum of eight tax‐paid members.  All fractions shall be rounded down. 
 

*****At voting time, if a chapter is entitled to more votes than delegates present (i.e. they have 40 tax‐
paid members, however only 8 are present – while they are entitled to 12 votes, they may only cast 8) 
 
# Tax  # del.   
‐paid  on the  # of  
Memb.  floor  votes  Explanation 
 
 8  4  4  2 (votes for a being a chapter) + 2 (8 members divided by 4) 
 8  3  3  2 (votes for a being a chapter), +2 (8 members divided by 4), limited by 3 present 
 18  9  6  2 (votes for being a chapter) + 4 (18 members divided by 4, rounded down) 
 18  5  5  2 (votes for being a chapter), but only 5 members present to cast votes.  
 
  BLOCK VOTING 
 

When  a  candidate  receives  all  of  a  delegation's  votes  based  on  a majority  vote  of  the  chapter,  the 
delegation  is said  to have "Block Voted."   Block voting will not be permitted at Spring State.   A chapter may 
vote unanimously for one candidate only  if each and every member of the delegation decides individually to 
vote  for  the same candidate.    If a delegation  is suspected of block voting,  the presiding officer will poll each 
member of the chapter present. 
 
  VOTING METHODS 
 

There  is  only  one  system  of  voting  currently  approved  by  the  Lt.  Governor  in  the  event  that  the 
number of delegates in a chapter exceeds the number of votes allotted to that chapter.  The chapter president 
must cast a vote total which reflects the ratio of the actual chapter vote total to the nearest whole number. 

 
 

Example:  A chapter has 24 tax‐paid members and thus has eight votes (2 votes for being a chapter + 6 votes 
for  having  24 members).   However,  it  has  twenty  delegates  on  the  floor.    By  dividing  eight  (the  number  of 
votes)  by  twenty  (the  number  of  delegates),  the  delegation  leader  determines  that  each  delegate will  have 
4/10ths of a vote.  Three students vote for candidate A; seven vote for candidate B; and ten vote for candidate 
C.   Candidate A receives 1.2 votes (.4 x 3); candidate B receives 2.8 votes (.4 x 7); and candidate C receives 4 
votes (.4 x 10).  After rounding off the votes for the electoral college, the chapter president reports 1 vote for A, 
3  for B, and 4  for C.   Note:   When determining the number of votes per candidate using ratios, round to  the 
nearest whole number. 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THE ERNEST ANDREW ROGERS AWARD for the 

OUTSTANDING JUNIOR STATE CHAPTER OF THE YEAR 
 

The  Ernest  Andrew  Rogers  Award  is  presented  at  each  Spring  State  Convention  in memory  of  the  founder  of  the 
Junior Statesmen of America.  The award is presented to the most outstanding chapter in each state of the Junior State. 
 

Chapters wishing to apply for the award are asked to submit an essay by the Chapter President and Teacher/Advisor 
describing  the  chapter's  on  campus  activities  throughout  the  year  and  its  participation  in  regional  and  state  activities.    A 
scrapbook,  with  photos,  clippings,  announcements,  and/or  any  other  supporting  materials  may  also  be  submitted  to  the 
Awards Committee at the Spring State Convention.  The essay might include a description of chapter activities, comments on 
improvements in the chapter, a description of special chapter events, and any other comments that will help the judges make 
their decision. 
 

Judging  is  based  on  the  content  of  the  chapter's  presentation.    The  judges  will  review  the  chapter's  overall 
achievements  and  their  efforts  to  encourage  involvement  in,  and  understanding  of,  the  processes  of  democratic  self‐
government.  JSA Teacher/Advisors and Junior Statesmen Foundation staff members will serve on the Awards Committee. 
 

The deadline for application is 12:30 p.m. Saturday afternoon at Spring State.  Complete applications can be turned in 
at the registration table at the Spring State Convention.  Chapter Presidents and Teacher/Advisors will be interviewed in case 
of a tie.  The Prof. Rogers Award will be announced at Closing Session.  The winning chapter will receive an engraved plaque to 
be displayed at their high school. 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
The Ernest Andrew Rogers Outstanding Junior Statesmen Chapter of the Year Award 

 

APPLICATION FORM 
 
Directions: Chapters interested in competing for the Chapter of the Year Award should complete and submit this application 

form with your video or other supplementary materials at least one week prior to Spring State Convention to 
the Southern California Program Director, Tracy Poindexter 

 

Name of Chapter:    Date:   

School Address:    City/State/Zip:   

Chapter President:       

CP Phone:    CP Email:     

Teacher Advisor:         

TA Cell Phone:    TA Email:     
 

Southern California Program Director Contact Information  
Tracy Poindexter 

800 S Claremont Street, Suite 202 
San Mateo, CA 94402­1511 

(800) 334­5353  (805) 895­2110 (cell) 
FAX:  (650) 347­7200 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400 South El Camino Real • Suite 300 • San Mateo • California • 94402  • (650) 347­1600 or (800) 334­5353 

  PARENTAL PERMISSION FORM 
Parents:  Please read this information carefully before signing. 

     Your child should have a very exciting educational experience at the upcoming Junior State event.  He or she will have an opportunity to debate 
current issues.  We hope you have read the convention brochure, which lists the topics to be discussed.  In advance of the event, your child should 
do some special reading to prepare for these debates and other educational activities. 
 
     Once the event registration fee has been paid, we are not able to make any refunds.  This policy is necessary because we have to make payments 
and guarantees many weeks in advance of the event.  We encourage paid delegates who find themselves unable to attend to find another student 
from their school to go in their place and have the new delegate reimburse them for the registration fee. 
 
     Please review the convention rules with your son or daughter.  By sending your child to the convention, you agree to pick him or her up if these 
rules are violated.   Rule violators are sent home and are reported to their school  for appropriate disciplinary action.    If you have any questions 
about the rules, travel arrangements, or the educational program, please call The Junior State office at 800/334­5353. 
 
CONVENTION RULES 
1.  All rules for school field trips prevail.  Use of illegal drugs or alcohol is not permitted.  Students also will be punished if they are in a room where 
drugs or alcohol are present.  The use of tobacco products is not allowed.  To ensure these rules are obeyed, the Teacher­Advisor and The Junior 
Statesmen Foundation must approve the attendance of each delegate.  We reserve the right to deny any student the privilege of attending the event. 
 
2.   At 8 p.m., students will meet with their Teacher­Advisor for roll call and may not leave the hotel thereafter.   At curfew, Teacher­Advisors will 
check delegates at their rooms.  Delegates must remain quietly in their own rooms after curfew.  Pizza deliveries and room service deliveries are 
not permitted after curfew.  Delegates also are required to meet with the Teacher­Advisor at other designated times. 

 
3.  Delegates must attend all conference activities. 
 
4.  At no time may young men and women be in each others' rooms. 
 
5.  Delegates may not leave the convention hotel without the permission of their Teacher­Advisor.  During meal times, with their Teacher­Advisor's 
permission, delegates may leave the hotel to eat in designated areas.  Under no circumstances are delegates to leave the hotel after 8:00 p.m. 
 
6.  Delegates must wear their name tags above the waist in a visible location at all times. 
 
7.  All students assigned to a room are responsible for any charges made to the room.  All students assigned to a room are also responsible for the 
condition of  the room.   No outside phone calls  can be made  from student hotel  rooms.   Room service and other  items may not be charged  to a 
students room.   No delegate may change rooms without the permission of The Junior Statesmen staff members at the event.   The hotel staff will 
house four students in each room with two large double beds. 
 
8.  No student may drive a car to the convention or ride in a student driven car during the convention. 
 
9.  Visitors are not allowed in the convention hotel.  Delegates are not allowed to associate with any visitor who is not an official guest of the Junior 
Statesmen program. 
 
10.   Students are expected to dress appropriately.   Delegates should respect  the rights of other hotel guests and not do anything to damage the 
reputation of the Junior Statesmen program.  Students must not open or throw anything out of windows.  Students must stay off balconies. 
 
11.  Students should not bring expensive items to the convention.  Valuable items must be stored in the hotel safe or with the bellmen.  The Junior 
State/The Junior Statesmen Foundation are not responsible for items stored in a luggage storage area.  No large stereos are allowed. 
 
12.     Schools will be held responsible  for all registration fees after the deadline, even if  they do not attend the conference since the Junior State 
prepays for hotel rooms. 
 
13.  Delegates or delegations that are sent home for conduct problems will not receive a refund. 
 
14.  Delegates and their parents agree that The Junior State may use any photographs taken during the convention for promotional purposes. 
 
I agree to abide by all of the Junior State convention rules under the terms described on this permission form.  I understand 
that in the event of a serious violation of the rules, my parents and my school will be notified, and I may be sent home at my 
own expense without a refund. 
 
XX _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Student Signature    Date 
 
I  agree  to  the  terms described on  this permission slip and give my child permission  to attend  the upcoming  Junior State 
convention  under  those  terms.    The  Junior  Statesmen  Foundation  has  my  permission  to  obtain  emergency  medical 
treatment for my child at my expense. 
 
XX _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Parent or Guardian    Date 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Print Name of Parent or Guardian 
 
EVENT_________________________________________________ HIGH  SCHOOL ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STUDENT NAME______________________________________________________________________________________SEX: _______MALE   _________FEMALE   (check one) 
 
ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY_________________________________________________________________________________________________  STATE_________________  ZIP______________________________ 
 
YEAR OF GRADUATION______________________________________  HOME TELEPHONE (         ) _________________________________________________________________ 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CONVENTION RULES 
 
1.  At no time during the weekend convention will mixed groups of students be allowed in delegate 
rooms.  In other words, no boys in girls’ rooms and no girls in boys’ rooms.  We hope that this rule will 
help keep the hotel floors quiet and discourage any serious conduct violations.   
 
2.  Delegates must attend all convention activities. Schools with poor attendance will not be 
allowed to attend future conventions. 
 
3.  Your name tag is your proof that you are a registered delegate.  Please wear your name tag on 
the upper part of your shirt or blouse.  Students from your school who are not paid convention delegates 
are not allowed to attend any convention activities.  If students from your school show up at the hotel 
during the convention, your entire delegation may be sent home.  Delegates are not allowed to associate 
with any visitor who is not an official guest of the Junior Statesmen program. 
If you lose your name tag, ONLY your Teacher/Advisor may obtain a replacement for you.  Delegates are 
not allowed into convention activities such as the dance without their name tag.  High school students 
without name tags are not allowed on the guest room floors.  PLEASE TAKE PRECAUTIONS NOT TO LOSE 
YOUR NAME TAG. 
  
4.  Possession or use of alcohol or illegal drugs is strictly prohibited.  All students found in a room 
with alcohol and/or illegal drugs present will be sent home immediately.  Smoking is also not permitted. 
 
5.  Students are not allowed to charge room service, in room movies, or other charges to the room 
account.  All such charges must be paid for in advance at the front desk.  If a room charge does appear on 
the room account, we will notify you on Sunday morning and you must pay the charges before the 
convention ends.  Room service and pizza deliveries are not allowed after curfew. 
 
6.  All students must attend the mandatory chapter caucus after dinner on Saturday.  Delegates are not 
allowed to leave the hotel after the chapter caucus. 
 
7.  Delegates must respect the rights of other hotel guests and the hotel property.  Delegates should not 
do anything to damage the reputation of the Junior Statesmen program or their high school.  Delegates 
must dress appropriately. 
 
8.  Curfew is at 12:15 a.m.  At curfew, Teacher/Advisors will check to make sure that all students in their 
delegation are in the rooms assigned to them.  Delegates will remain in their rooms until they checkout 
in the morning.  Checkout time is 9:00 a.m. 
    
Serious violations of convention rules will result in expulsion from the convention, notification of 
parents and your school and/or other appropriate measures. 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ROLE OF THE TEACHER/ADVISOR AT JUNIOR STATE CONVENTIONS 
 
The Junior State of America and The Junior Statesmen Foundation sincerely thank you for accompanying a 
delegation to the upcoming convention.  We appreciate your dedication to furthering the goals of The 
Junior State and to increasing the political awareness of today's youth.  Without your help, students would 
not be able to attend conventions like these and would miss an opportunity to debate and discuss 
controversial issues, learn more about the democratic process, and developing leadership skills. 
 
Outlined below are the main responsibilities of a Teacher/Advisor at our convention: 
 
REGISTRATION.  The Teacher/Advisor must arrive with the delegation Saturday morning for 
registration.  The Teacher/Advisor is responsible for their delegation throughout the convention, so the 
Teacher/Advisor must stay at the hotel throughout the weekend. 
 
CHAPTER CAUCUS.  After dinner, all delegates must check­in with their Teacher/Advisor.  After the 
Chapter Caucus, delegates must remain inside the hotel.  Teacher/Advisors must take roll at the caucus 
and report any missing delegates to the Junior Statesmen staff.  Teacher/Advisors should review the 
rules, curfew time, and check­out time with the delegates.  Also, if any delegates are missing name tags, 
the Teacher/Advisor and student should come to the information table at this time to get a replacement. 
 
CURFEW ­­ ROOM CHECKS.  At curfew we ask that you go to each of your delegate’s rooms and check to 
make sure they are present.  Delegates that miss curfew may be sent home.  At this time you might want 
to pass along information for the next day. 
 
HALL MONITORING/DANCE SUPERVISION.  We ask that every Teacher/Advisor sign up for two one­hour 
shifts in the evening either to monitor the hallways of the hotel or to chaperon the dance. 
 
We like to have adult supervision on the floors in the evening just to keep the noise level down for other 
guests and to discourage misconduct.  Most teachers like to volunteer to patrol the floor that houses 
their own delegates.  If you see Junior State delegates involved in any conduct that seems inappropriate, 
do not hesitate to intervene.  If you feel uncomfortable dealing with students that are not from your high 
school, feel free to notify the Junior Statesmen staff person at the Junior State information table, and we 
will take care of the situation. 
 
During the dance, we ask that teachers help us monitor the doors to ensure that ONLY JUNIOR STATE 
DELEGATES are attending the dance.  We require that Junior State delegates wear their name tags at all 
times and no one is allowed into the dance without a name tag.  (NOTE:  Delegates who lose their name 
tags can only get a new name tag from the Junior State Information Table when ACCOMPANIED BY THEIR 
TEACHER.) 
 
CHECK OUT.  All delegates must check out of their rooms by 9:00 a.m. Sunday morning.  Luggage storage 
has been arranged for them.  You should meet your delegates in the morning at 9:00 a.m. to collect their 
room keys.  After making sure that all delegates have checked out of their rooms, you can turn the keys 
into the Junior State Information Table.  You may want to request a wake up call for your delegate's 
rooms to make sure they get up on time. 
 
MORAL AND EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT.  Teacher/Advisors can provide valuable moral support to 
delegates that are debating.  If you have delegates that are main participants or that are planning to 
make subsequent speeches, you can really give them a boost just by attending their debate.  
Teacher/Advisors can also provide educational assistance.  Many delegates use the time just prior to 
their debate to refine their argument.  Being available to answer questions about a debate before it 
starts can be very helpful.  Also, discussing a debate after it is over, can help delegates understand any 
points they missed or clear up any misinformation. 
   
OTHER HELPFUL TIPS 
•  Give your delegates your room number and always let them know where to find you in case of an 
femergency.    If they lose their name tag or an emergency arises, they need to know where you are. 
•  Bring a list of your delegates and their day and evening phone numbers. 
•  Specify times and places to meet your delegates before the chapter caucuses so that you can check 
them in.  •  On Sunday morning you may want to meet with your whole delegation to check them out. 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ROLE OF THE DELEGATION LEADER AT JUNIOR STATE CONVENTIONS 
 
Being a delegation leader at a Junior State convention is indeed a major responsibility.  The Junior State 
has always prided itself on being a STUDENT­RUN organization.  To uphold this tradition, you will be asked 
to assume the primary responsibility for your delegation. 
 
Outlined below are some of the responsibilities of a delegation leader at Junior State conventions. 
 
DISTRIBUTING INFORMATION.  Your most important role as delegation leader is to distribute 
information to your delegation.  As the main contact person for your delegation, you receive important 
materials, such as this packet, that contains information for your whole delegation.  You should schedule 
one or more pre­convention meetings with your delegates and Teacher­Advisor.  Inviting the delegates 
and their parents to an evening meeting can be very helpful. 
 
ASSISTING YOUR TEACHER ADVISOR(S).  Your Teacher/Advisor(s) are doing you and your chapter a 
favor by accompanying you to the convention, and they will appreciate all the assistance you can give 
them.  Helping your Teacher/Advisor keep track of your delegation by reminding your delegation of 
where and when you are meeting together can be very important.  You should carry with you a list of 
your delegates and their room numbers in the hotel.   
Organizing meeting times and places during the convention can also ensure a smooth running 
convention for your chapter.  If your delegation is not arriving at the hotel together, you will want to 
specify a time and place to meet on Saturday morning.  Many delegations like to go to meals together.  
Ensuring that all of your delegates meet at the appointed time and place for key distribution and for the 
chapter caucus is extremely important.  Make sure that your delegates have clear and precise 
instructions as to where to turn in their keys to your advisor on Sunday morning. 
 
CHAPTER CAUCUS.  After dinner, all delegates must check­in with their Teacher/Advisor.  After the 
Chapter Caucus, delegates must remain inside the hotel.  As delegation leader, you should assist your 
Teacher/Advisor in taking roll at the caucus.  You may want to meet with your delegation before the 
dinner break so that you know where to look for missing delegates.  Help your Teacher/Advisor review 
the rules, curfew time, and check­out time with the delegates.  Also, make sure you know how to get in 
touch with your Teacher/Advisor during the evening hours in case any delegates are missing name tags 
or some other emergency arises. 
 
GETTING INVOLVED IN THE CONVENTION.  Since most of the convention information is sent only to you 
and your Teacher/Advisor, you must let your delegates know of opportunities to get involved in the 
convention.  Often, last minute debater or moderator positions open up.  If you know of someone who 
wants one of these positions, contact Adam O’Neal at 714/785­6554 (nahaljalali@yahoo.com).   As a 
student­run convention, we need student volunteers to help things run smoothly; call Jaclyn Guerrero at 
805/680­0862 (jaclyng33@yahoo.com) if your chapter would like to help make this conference smooth 
running and enjoyable for all.  Every Chapter is entitled to representation in the Junior State Assembly, 
which will meet during the conference to develop a Junior State Platform (similar to the Republican or 
Democratic Party Platforms).  If you have not done so already, appoint or elect a State Assembly 
Representative to attend the meeting please call Adam Quaal at 951/963­5169 (desilu77@aol.com) with 
the name of your Representative. 
 
CHECK OUT.  All delegates must check out of their rooms by 9:00 a.m. Sunday morning.  Luggage storage 
has been arranged for them.  You should meet your delegates in the morning at 9:00 a.m. to give their 
room keys to your Teacher­Advisor.  After making sure that all delegates have checked out of their 
rooms, you can turn the keys into the Junior State Information Table.  You may want to request a wake 
up call for your delegate's rooms to make sure they get up on time. 
 
OTHER HELPFUL TIPS 
•  Know your Teacher/Advisor's room number and how to get in touch with him or her at all times. Make 
sure your delegates have this information. 
•  Be sure to look through the entire agenda before or during Opening Session.  This will give you and 
your delegates a good idea of what activities you want to attend. 
•  Support any of your chapter members that are debating, participating in, or leading an activity.  New 
Junior State members especially will appreciate the moral support. 
•  Encourage your members to get involved.  Giving subsequent speeches or offering an opinion or fact 
during a thought talk makes the convention experience much more rewarding. 
•  Remind your members to keep an open mind during the debates and discussions.  Junior State 
conventions allow for a free exchange of ideas and opinions. 


