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Legalize Physician-Assisted Suicide? 
_________________________________________________ 

Overview 

Questions to ponder: Who should have control over choice-in-dying directives: doctors, patients, families, God? How do DNR and 
living wills enter into the picture? How might pharmacists be part of the issue? How well-versed in the process and procedure of the 
Oregon law are you? Is Oregon a lone-wolf or a leader for the future? Has PAS worked in Oregon? Do physicians have the necessary 
expertise to be part of the PAS decision? Any slippery slope toward other forms of euthanasia? Do you think Jack Kevorkian is a saint 
or a devil? 

Background references 

• http://www.religioustolerance.org/euthanas.htm 
• http://assistedsuicide.org/ 
• http://www-origin.usnews.com/usnews/news/articles/051010/10supreme.htm 
• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assisted_suicide 
• http://www.apa.org/pi/eol/arguments.html 
• http://www.finalexit.org/worldlaws.html 
• http://www.nationalreview.com/comment/marker200504130800.asp 

Citations supporting the affirmative 

• http://www.compassionandchoices.org/ 
• http://www.finalexit.org/lit-essays.html 
• http://www.internationaltaskforce.org/ascc.htm 
• http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2007/jul/07071101.html 
• http://www.euthanasia.com/supremecourt2006.html 
• http://www.nybooks.com/articles/1237 

 
Citations supporting the negative 

• http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/display/article/10168/54071  
• http://www.euthanasia.com/page13.html 
• http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/2005/01/04/EDGLFAJGHG1.DTL 
• http://www.internationaltaskforce.org/prob1.htm 
• http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/national/longterm/supcourt/1996-97/assist96.htm 
• http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/national/longterm/supcourt/stories/die.htm 

Additional Magazine References 

• America, November 21, 2005, pgs 6-7, “Legalized Suicide Eroding Medical Treatment” 
• Christian Century, November 1, 2005, pgs 13-14, “High Court Debates Assisted Suicide Law” 
• Time, April 4, 2005, cover story, “The End of Life: Who Decides?” 
• US News & World Report, October 10, 2005, “Of Life and Death” 
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