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Amendment to Limit Congressional Terms to 12 Years? 
_________________________________________________ 

Overview 

Questions to ponder: How many states have some form of term limits for state or local elected officials? How many states have 
considered the possibility of term limits for their own Congressional delegation? Is 12 years too little (or too long) for a time factor? 
Should this 12-year limit apply separately to the Senate and the House? Would these be 12 consecutive years or 12 cumulative years? 
Would Reps limiting themselves voluntarily to a certain number of terms be better? Are there other Constitutional conflicts with a 
term limit amendment? Might term limits weaken the strength of political parties in office? Is this good or bad? 

Background references 

• http://www.tenurecorrupts.com/arguments.html 
• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Term_limits_in_the_United_States 
• http://www.oyez.org/cases/1990-1999/1994/1994_93_1456/ 
• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Term_limit 
• http://www.termlimits.org/ 
• http://tenurecorrupts.com/archiveselected.html#single 
• http://www.cusdi.org/termlimits_v_thornton.htm 

 
Citations supporting the affirmative 

• http://www.cato.org/pubs/handbook/hb105-5.html 
• http://www.termlimits.com/why 
• http://www.termlimitsforcongress.com/ 
• http://www.heritage.org/Research/GovernmentReform/BG994.cfm 
• http://tenurecorrupts.com/ 
• http://www.justsaynoemore.com/termlimitsnow.html 

 
Citations supporting the negative 

• http://www.lewrockwell.com/block/block17.html 
• http://www.cato.org/pubs/briefs/bp-014.html 
• http://www.perkel.com/politics/issues/limits.htm 
• http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,991390,00.html 
• http://dan_pressnell.tripod.com/termlimits.htm 
•http://books.google.com/books?id=ssHwsgSiN6oC&pg=PA127&lpg=PA127&dq=oppose+term+limits&source=web&ots=zyKKsalS
w&sig=zXoW-A4XK3G6vFtALY6lczCGo0E&hl=en 

Additional Magazine References 

• Time, October 8, 2001, “Three More Months! Three More Months!” 
• Congressional Digest, April 1995, “Term Limits” (entire issue) 


